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I.   Introduction 

In 2000, the Health & Genetics Committee of the Petit Basset Griffon Vendeen Club of America 
(PBGVCA) made a recommendation to its Board of Directors that the PBGVCA undertake a general 
health survey of PBGVs for the year 2000.  The PBGVCA would then be able to use the results of the 
survey to identify the most significant of PBGV health problems and then would be in a better position 
to evaluate and support research efforts necessary to address these problems.  Survey data will be 
available to support grant applications, and to provide a basis for initial and ongoing evaluation of the 
health of our breed.  The Board of Directors approved the survey project and identified funds in the 
Health & Rescue Foundation of the PBGVCA to finance the project.   

Anil Chaturvedi, DVM, and Patty Kissinger, PhD, Department of Epidemiology at Tulane University 
School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine in New Orleans, agreed to compile the survey 
database and developed a report of the findings for the PBGVCA.  George Padgett, DVM, University 
of Michigan and author of Control of Canine Genetic Diseases, provided consultation on the survey 
process and reviewed the survey questionnaire prior to distribution.  Dr. Padgett also provided 
analysis of the PBGV survey data during a one-day presentation at the 2001 PBGVCA National 
Specialty in New Orleans on May 26, 2001.  The seminar was videotaped and is available for sale. 
Ordering information can be found on the last page of this packet. 

Process 

The Health & Genetics Committee established the following objectives for a comprehensive health 
survey: 

?? To obtain data on the general health of our PBGVs. 

?? To determine the incidence of problems, disorders, and diseases that affect PBGVs. 

?? To identify health screening practices of PBGV owners. 

?? To determine breeding practices and litter health information. 

A survey subcommittee reviewed the AKC’s “Model Health Questionnaire for Parent Clubs" and the 
health surveys undertaken by other breed clubs, notably those undertaken by the Rhodesian 
Ridgeback Club of the United States, and the Scottish Terrier Club of America before designing and 
developing a survey questionnaire.  A smaller questionnaire subcommittee was established to 
develop the format and content of the survey.  

Survey forms were developed to determine general owner information, health information, and 
breeder information.  The survey covered all PBGVs acquired by the survey respondent before 
January 1, 2000 who also lived with the respondent on January 1, 2000, and any PBGV that lived with 
the respondent at the time of death since January 1, 1995. This time period was selected so that a 
range of ages would be represented.  The health information section was completed with the use of a 
numbed list of diseases and conditions developed for this purpose. A list of definitions was developed 
to assist the responders in the disease selection process. 

The survey was pre-tested by the 20-member Health & Genetics Committee to be sure that 
responders with varying backgrounds and experience were able to complete the questionnaire with 
some degree of confidence.   

Advertising of the survey process was included in Saber Tails, the publication of the PBGVCA, and on 
the PBGVCA website.  Information to urge participation by PBGV owners who were not PBGVCA 
members was widely distributed on Internet mailing lists dedicated to discussions about PBGVs.  A 
reminder flyer was sent to each PBGVCA member 2 weeks prior to the cut off date. 



 

 

Five hundred and nineteen copies of the survey were mailed to PBGVCA members and PBGV 
owners who were not club members.  The survey and associated materials were available for 
downloading on the PBGVCA website.  Most surveys were mailed to individuals living in the United 
States; however, surveys were also distributed abroad, mainly in Europe. Two hundred and fifty 
completed surveys were returned, a 48.2% response rate.  These surveys included data representing 
640 PBGVs.  Of those that responded, 64 (25.6%)had bred at least one litter during the survey period, 
and 186 were non-breeder owners (74.4%). 

All surveys were treated anonymously.  Surveys did not request or include information that would 
identify the respondents.  Survey packets included plain envelopes pre-addressed to Dr. Patty 
Kissinger.  Dr. Kissinger and her staff removed each survey from its envelope and assigned a survey 
number.   

We were very pleased with the number of surveys that were submitted. This data provided a huge 
amount of information about our dogs. Although the number of responses exceeded our expectation, 
the content in a number of responses was incomplete to the extend that some of the questions 
particularly with respect to age of onset of a disease./condition, could not be answered. Dr. Padgett 
has recommended that we repeat our survey (or at least parts of it) in 5 or 6 years to follow trends. 
We will need to continue to carefully consider the importance of each question we ask in a survey and 
to encourage responders to make every effort to complete their surveys as thoroughly as possible. 
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Survey Sub-committee, and Drs. Padgett, Kissinger, and Chaturvedi. 
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